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Mass Schedule 
Sunday: 

Novus Ordo  
  4:00 P. M. (Saturday Vigil), 7:30 & 9:00 A. M.  

Traditional Latin   
11:00/(11:15) A.M. & 5:30 P.M.  

 

Weekdays: 
Novus Ordo 

Mon-Tue-Thu-Fri   7:30 A. M. 
Traditional Latin 

 Mon-Wed-Fri  12:30 PM; Thu 5:30 P. M. 
 Sat  9:00 A. M. 

 

Holy Days  
Ascension Thursday (40 days after Easter);  
Assumption of Our Lady (August 15th); All 
Saints Day (November 1st); December 8th 

(Immaculate Conception of Our Lady) 
   If falling on Mon-Fri— 

Novus Ordo, 7:30 A. M. & 5:30 P. M. 
Traditional Latin,  12:30 & 7:30 P. M. 

 If falling on Saturday— 
Novus Ordo, 7:30 A.M. 

Traditional Latin,  9:00 & 11:00 A. M. 
 

(Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and  
January 1st, as announced) 
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Mary Immaculate  
of Lourdes Parish 

270 Elliot Street    Newton, MA   02464 
Parish Staff 

PюѠѡќџ: ѓюѡѕђџ ѐѕюџљђѠ їђџђњіюѕ ѕієєіћѠ 
Pюџќѐѕіюљ ѣіѐюџ: ѓюѡѕђџ Ѡѡђѝѕђћ љђяљюћѐ 
VіѠіѡіћє юѠѠіѠѡюћѡ ѝџіђѠѡѠ: ѓџ. їѢюћ ѐюџљќѠ џіѣђџю 
ѐюѠѡџќ, Ѡ.ї., ѓџ. ёђѠіџђ Ѡюљюјќ, Ѡ.њ.ю. 
BѢѠіћђѠѠ њюћюєђџ: Ѡѕюџќћ ѕќєюћ  

PюџіѠѕ  ӕ ѐђњђѡђџѦ SђѐџђѡюџѦ:  њюџєіђ яіяяќ 
SѢћёюѦ ѠюѐџіѠѡюћ: ѓџюћѐіѠ єюљљюєѕђџ  
WђђјёюѦ ѠюѐџіѠѡюћ: їюѐј њќћяќѢўѢђѡѡђ 
RђљієіќѢѠ ђёѢѐюѡіќћ: їђюћ їќѕћѠќћ ₍ёіџђѐѡќџ₎    
ѝюѡѡі Ѡѡџќњ ₍љюѡіћ њюѠѠ ѐѕіљёџђћ’Ѡ ѐюѡђѐѕіѠњ₎ 

Dіџђѐѡќџ ќѓ њѢѠіѐ:  њџѠ. яќяяіђ ѕќѓѓњюћћ 
 

   Telephones 
Parish Office:    617-244-0558 /FFAX 6617-965-4815 
 

 WEBSITE ADDRESS: 

www.maryimmaculateoflourdes.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/miolnewton 

Parish Cemetery of Saint 
Mary’s, Needham 
GUARDIAN  

ESTATE  
MANAGEMENT 

INC. 
Mr. Ron Goguen,  

Superintendent .  
Guardian Staff on-site for service hours Mon.-Fri., 

9 AM—3 PM, April through November.  
The Cemetery Office is located at the parish  

rectory on 270 Elliot St, Newton Upper Falls and is 
open Monday-Friday, 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

Telephone: 781-235-1841 
 

 saintmaryscemetery.org 



JJanuary 10th, A.D. 2021             Feast of the Holy Family/Baptism of  the Lord                                           3 
            Mary Immaculate of Lourdes, Newton/Needham, Massachusetts 

 

   

Welcome, New Parishioners  
and Sunday Visitors: 

 

Mary Immaculate of Lourdes Parish is a  
canonically open parish of the  

Archdiocese of Boston, which has a  
Traditional Latin Mass  

apostolate.  Both the ordinary form of the 
Roman Rite (1970 Missal) and the  

extraordinary form (1962 Missal) are cel-
ebrated here with the blessing of His Emi-
nence Sean Cardinal O’Malley, Archbish-
op of Boston.  We encourage new parish-
ioners to please register in the parish and 
to introduce yourselves to the Pastor. We 
are always glad to welcome Sunday visi-

tors here to our beautiful,  
historic church.  We look forward to your 

coming again. 

PLEASE TAKE THE TIME 
TO FILL OUT A PARISH 
REGISTRATION FORM. 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

“What then is a parish? It is the smallest 
section of the one universal flock which 
has been entrusted to Peter by the Lord. 

Under the authority of a responsible 
priest who has received the care of souls from his bish-
op, the parish is, within the Church of Jesus Christ, the 

first community of Christian life; it is a  
community cut to human dimensions, in which the 
shepherd can know his flock and the flock can know 

their shepherd … At the heart of this area, we find the 
parish church with its bell-tower, its baptistery, its  

confessional, its altar and tabernacle, a symbol of unity 
and the centre of community life.”  

 

(Pope Saint Paul VI, reigned 1964-1978)  
Raised to the Altars October 14th, 2018 

ABOUT OUR PARISH Mary Immaculate of Lourdes 
(Formerly St. Mary’s Parish, 1870-1910)  
Newton/Needham, Massachusetts 

Newton & Needham’s Oldest Roman 
Catholic Parish 

  

SACRAMENTS 
BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism for  
infants and children under 7 years of age is 
scheduled upon request.  Please contact the 
Parish Office (617-244-0558) to request a date. 
 

PENANCE:  Confessions regularly heard— 
SUNDAY, 10:00-11:00 A.M., 5:00-5:30 P. M.  
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY, before and 
after the 12:30 P. M. Mass. 
THURSDAY, before and after the 5:30 P.M. 
Mass. 
SATURDAY, 8:00-9:00 A. M./ 3:30-4:00 P. M. 
  

MATRIMONY: Engaged couples should make 
arrangements with the parish church so as to 
allow for adequate sacramental preparation (six 
months), including a Pre-Cana program. 
 

Pastoral Care of the Sick 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK, also known as 
EXTREME UNCTION  

 

Communion of the Sick for the Homebound  
 

Please contact Father Higgins at the Parish  
Office (617-244-0558) 

“GRATITUDE IS THE THING 
THAT BRINGS US THE MOST 
GRACE...I HAVE LEARNT THIS 
FROM EXPERIENCE; TRY IT 
AND YOU WILL SEE.  I AM 

CONTENT WITH WHATEVER 
GOD GIVES ME, AND I SHOW HIM THIS 
IN A THOUSAND LITTLE WAYS.”—st. 

THERESE OF LISIEUX (+1897) 
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Fr. Higgins 
 

THE BARBARA 
BRANCH 

 

The photo to the right is an  
example of the custom of the 
“Barbara Branch.”  On  
December 4th, St. Barbara’s 

Day, a cherry branch is taken into the house and 
placed in water in the expectation that it will 
bloom on Christmas Eve.  My sister Anne took 
this cherry twig from a tree in our yard on St. 
Barbara’s Day.  When she returned home from 
Mass at Mary Immaculate of Lourdes on  
Christmas Eve this bud had opened as you see it 
in the picture here.  “And there shall come forth 
a rod out of the root of Jesse: and a flower shall 
rise up out of his root” (Isaias 11:1). 

Pastor’s Note 

This “rod” of 
Isaias’   
prophecy is 
Jesus Christ 
Our Lord, 
whom we have 
expectantly 
awaited during 
Advent and 
who blossoms 
forth as a  
flower at 
Christmas, 
beautifully 
represented by 
the “Barbara 
Branch.” 

“IF YOU ARE WILLING TO 
SERENELY BEAR THE 

TRIAL OF BEING 
DISPLEASING TO 

YOURSELF, THEN YOU 
WILL BE FOR JESUS A 
PLEASANT PLACE OF 

SHELTER.”—st. THERESE 
OF LISIEUX (+1897) 

+ JANUARY IS THE MONTH OF THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS+ 

FRONT COVER: Adoration of the Magi, by Sandro 
Botticelli, A.D. 1475 

 

ROMAN STATIONAL 
CHURCH 

JANUARY 6th 
THE EPIPHANY of  OUR 

LORD: ST. PETER’S  
BASILICA 

 

“If we regard the Divine Office on 
Epiphany as a single prolonged 

act of adoration, we may compare the Mass to a  
sacrificial procession, with the Magi in the lead.  Very  
appropriately the station church is the basilica of St. 

Peter, for by this means the liturgy indicates the  
universal character of the feast, a mystery embracing all 

mankind.  Every nation and race is present by  
implication.  As the Pope and attending clergy enter, 
we greet our divine King who now appears to His city 
(the Church).  For today the purposes of Advent find 

perfect fulfillment with the Lord’s arrival: “Behold, the 
Lord the Ruler is come (Advenit)”—so begins the 

Introit…” 
—Dr. Pius Parsch, The Church’s Year of 

Grace, Vol. I, A.D. 1957) 
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THE EPIPHANY PROCLAMATION 
FOR 2021 IN THE YEAR OF GRACE 

(The Announcement of Easter and the 
Moveable Feasts:) 

 

Know, dear brethren, that as we have  
rejoiced at the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, so by leave of God’s mercy we  
announce to you also the joy of His  

Resurrection who is our Savior: 
 

The 31st Day of January is the Sunday of 
Septuagesima. 

On the 17th Day of February will fall Ash 
Wednesday, and the beginning of the Fast 

of the most sacred Lenten Season. 
 

On the 4th Day of April you will  
celebrate with joy Easter Day, the Paschal 

Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

On the 13th Day of May will be the  
Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

On the 23rd Day of May, the Feast of  
Pentecost. 

On the 3rd Day of June, the Feast of  
Corpus Christi. 

 

On the 28th Day of November, the First  
Sunday of the Advent of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, to whom is honor and glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY OFFERTORY FOR SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 27th, 2020: $6,157.00 +  

OTHER OFFERINGS: $2,006.00  
= $8,163.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM, +JOAN OF ARC (MRS. 
DOMINIC) DOUGHERTY: 

$3,000.00 
 

CLERGY FUNDS CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 
FOR THE SICK AND RETIRED PRIESTS OF 

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOSTON: $7,204.00 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

“Glorify the Lord generously, and do not stint 
the first fruits of your hands.  With every gift 
show a cheerful face, and dedicate your tithe 
with gladness.  Give to the Most High as He 

has given, and as generously as your hand has 
found.  For the LORD is the One who repays, 
and He will repay you sevenfold.”—Sirach 35 

       
        

 

“What return can I make to the Lord for all His 
kindness to Me?”   
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SUNDAY 
January 10th 
 

FEAST OF THE  
HOLY FAMILY 
 
THE BAPTISM OF 
THE LORD 

4:00 PM 
( Vigil) 
7:30 AM 
9:00 AM 
11:00 AM 
(11:15 AM) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 PM 

Maureen Nyhen 
 
Pro Populo 
Special Intention 
Virginia Teehan 
Joe Reynolds 
Hilary Keenan 
Monahan Family 
Chapdelaine Family 
Elizabeth Leonard 
Marie Hong Tran 
Joseph MacDonald 
Charlie Donovan 
Fr. Gerry DiGirolomo 
Chris Johnson 
Our Priests & Bishops 
Bob & Kathleen Nicoloro 

Special Intention 
 
 
 
Memorial 
Memorial 
 
Special Intention 
Special Inention 
Memorial 
Memorial 
Birthday Intention 
Special Intention 
Memorial 
Health of the Sick 
Special Intention 
Special Intention 

O’Sullivan Family 
 
 
DeMatteo Family 
Teehan Family 
Reynolds Family 
Reynolds Family 
Belmonte Family 
Belmonte Family 
Belmonte Family 
Mary Tran 
Joanne Meegan 
Renae & Jeanne Boissoneault 
Horan Family 
Mike & Annie Procopio 
Donor 
Bill Leavey 

MONDAY 
January 11th 
Epiphanytide 

7:30 AM 
 
 
12:30 PM 

Purgatorial Society of 
Mary Immaculate of 
Lourdes 
Nancy Corson 

Memorial 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Reynolds Family 

TUESDAY  
January 12th 
Epiphanytide 

7:30 AM Nicholas Betancur Special Intention Ana Betancur 

WEDNESDAY 
January 13th 
COMMEMORATION 
OF THE BAPTISM 
OF THE LORD 

12:30 PM 
 
 
 

Mrs. Joan Riley 
 
 
 

100th Birthday  
Intention 
 

Sheila Brady 

THURSDAY 
January 14th 
St. Hilary of Poitiers 

7:30 AM 
 
5:30 PM 

Special Intention 
 
George Cupak 

25th Wedding Ann. 
December 16th, 2020 
Special Intention 

Ana Betancur 
 
Victoria Chimeno 

FRIDAY 
January 15th 
Feria/ St. Paul the 
First Hermit 
 

7:30 AM  
Health of the Sick 
12:30 PM 
 

Timothy P. Martin 

 
Mary Tornabene 

Memorial 
 
93rd Birthday Int. 
 
Memento:  
+Elizabeth Leonard 

Shannon Martin 
 
Maureen Nyhen 

“Each Mass has an infinite, immense value that we can never fully understand.”  
—St. John Marie Baptiste Vianney, Curé d’Ars 

Calendar of Masses 
(Intention of the Mass—Special Remarks—Requested by) 
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“the end of all human endeavor 
is to be happy at home.” 

—G.K. chesterton 

HEALTH OF THE 
SICK 

 

“In every man there is  
Jesus, but in the sick we 
see Jesus twice.”—Padre 

Pio 
For all those on our parish 

prayer list for the sick,  
especially for:  

 

David DeVito, Linda DeVito, Carl & Helen DePrima, Ida 
Goffredo, Cara Gavin, Deb Andrew, Laura Langston, 
Eliza Miller, Suze Jean Pierre, George Cupak, Bethie 
Jean Michel, Richard Lempitski, Jerome Rusnack,  
Hannah Strom, Erika da Silva, William Leavey, Ophelia 
Tobio, Tanguy du Halgouët, Margie Bibbo, Maria & 
John Centofanti, Teresa Lee, Catherine Kwash,  
Alexander Louis Post, Bob Quinn, Sunny McCloskey, 
Shirley Bibbo,  Dorothy Fresolo, Lita O’Laoghaire, Mary 
Downey, Joseph Gamache, Kathy Quinn,  Nick & Janet 
Pino, Mary Duhaime...  
 
 

“I do not promise to make you happy in 
this life, but in the next”—Our Lady of 

Lourdes to St. Bernadette,  
February 18th, 1858 

 
IDA GOFFREDO—cancer diagnosis 

LAURA LANGSTON—cancer diagnosis 
SUZE JEAN PIERRE—cancer diagnosis 
 
 

SATURDAY 
January 16th 
Pope St. Marcellus 

9:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:00 PM 

All Souls 
Marie Hong Tran 
Intention of the Donor 
Mary Rose Belmonte 
James Hornsby 
Alfred & Helen  
DeGemmis 
James W. Schenk 
Peter Indresano 

Memorial 
Memorial 
Memorial 
Mass of the Angels 
Special Intention 
 
 
Memorial 
Memorial 

Camille Arcidi 
Mary Tran 
 
Belmonte Family 
Diane Leonard 
 
 
Diane & Kathy Fitch 
Margie Bibbo & Sharon Hogan 
 

THE POPE’S  INTENTION 
FOR THE MONTH OF  

JANUARY, 2021: “HUMAN 
FRATERNITY: May the Lord 
give us the grace to live in full 
fellowship with our brothers 
and sisters of other religions, 
praying for one another, open 

to all.” 

 (PHOTOS: (1) Pope  
Francis bestows a kiss on the 

 forehead of Clement Pappin, son of 
parishioners Gladden and Jeannette 

Pappin, St. Peter’s Square, 2015.  
(2) Jeanette Pappin with her  

children  
Clement and 

Marie-Thérèse 
(ages 7 & 8), 

Thanksgiving. 
2020. 

(3) Fr. Salako’s 
audience with 
Pope Francis, 

2019.) 
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LATIN MASS PROPERS: FEAST OF THE  HOLY FAMILY 

 

INTROIT:  Proverbs 23: 24, 25  The father of the just rejoiceth greatly, let Thy father and Thy mother be  
joyful, and let her rejoice that bore Thee.  Psalm 83: 2-3  How lovely are Thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts!  My 
soul longeth and fainteth for the courts of the Lord. V. Glory be to the Father. 
 

COLLECT  O Lord Jesus Christ, who when Thou wast subject to Mary and Joseph didst sanctify the home 
life with ineffable virtues:  grant that by their assistance, we may be instructed by the example of Thy Holy 
Family and become partakers of their eternal happiness:  Who livest and reignest. 
 

EPISTLE:  Colossians 3: 12-17  Brethren:  Put ye on therefore, as the elect of God, holy, and beloved, the 
depths of mercy, benignity, humility, modesty, patience:  bearing with one another and forgiving one another 
if any have a complaint against another.  Even as the Lord hath forgiven you, so do you also.  But above all 
these things have charity, which is the bond of perfection.  And let the peace of Christ rejoice in your hearts, 
wherein also you are called in one body:  and be ye thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you abundantly, 
in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual canticles, singing in 
grace in your hearts to God.  All whatsoever you do in word or in work, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him. 
 

GRADUAL:  Psalm 26: 4; 83: 5  One thing I have asked of the Lord, this will I seek after:  that I may dwell in 
the house of the Lord all the days of my life.  V. Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house, O Lord, they shall 
praise Thee for ever and ever. ALLELUIA:  Isaias  45: 15  Alleluia, alleluia. V. Verily Thou art a hidden God, 
the God of Israel, the Saviour.  Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL:  Luke 2: 42-52  When Jesus was twelve years old, they going up into Jerusalem according to 
the custom of the feast, and having fulfilled the days, when they returned, the Child Jesus remained in 
Jerusalem, and His parents knew it not.  And thinking that He was in the company, they came a day’s 
journey, and sought Him among His kinfolks and acquaintance.  And not finding Him, they returned 
into Jerusalem, seeking Him.  And it came to pass that after three days they found Him in the Temple, 
sitting in the midst of the doctors, hearing them and asking them questions. And all that heard Him 
were astonished at his wisdom and His answers.  And seeing Him they wondered.  And His mother said 
to Him:  Son, why hast Thou done so to us?  Behold Thy father and I have sought Thee sorrowing.  And 
He said to them:  How is it that you sought Me?  Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s 
business?  And they understood not the word that He spoke unto them.  And He went down with them 
and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them.  And His mother kept all these words in her heart.  And 
Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and grace with God and men. 
 

OFFERTORY:  Luke 2: 22  The parents of Jesus carried Him to Jerusalem, to present Him to the Lord. 
 

SECRET  We offer to Thee, O Lord, this sacrifice of propitiation, humbly entreating that through the  
intercession of the Virgin Mother of God and blessed Joseph, Thou wouldst firmly establish our families in 
Thy peace and grace.  Through the same our Lord. 
 

Preface of the Epiphany 
 

COMMUNION:  Luke 2: 51  Jesus went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them. 
 

POSTCOMMUNION  Make us, O Lord Jesus, whom Thou dost refresh with Thy heavenly sacraments, ever 
to follow the example of Thy holy Family, that at the hour of our death Thy glorious Virgin Mother and 
blessed Joseph may be near us, and we may be found worthy to be received by Thee into Thy eternal  
dwellings. Who livest and reignest. 
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Mass of St. Gregory the Great (1962 Missal) 
11:00 AM (5:30 P.M.)          

 

Feast of the Holy Family 
 

Prelude: In the Bleak Midwinter 
(Gustav Holst composed in 1906) 

 

Asperges (11:00 Mass) 
 

Introit: Proverbs 23:24,25 Exsultat gaudio pater Justi, 
gaudeat Pater tuus et Mater tua, etexsultet quae genuit te. (Psalm) 
Quam dilecta tabernacula tua, Domine virtutum: concupiscit et 
deficit anima mea in atria Domini. Glória Patri, et Fílio, et  
Spíritui Sancto, sicut erat in princípio et nunc et semper et in 
sæcula sæculórum. Amen.  

 

Offertory: The First Noel (Instrumental) 
 

 Communion: Luke 2:51  
Descendit Jesus cum eis, et venit Nazareth, et erat subditus illis. 

 

Communion In Dulci Jubilo 
 (Joachim Decker 1575~1611) 

 

Recessional: Ecce Nomen Domini (Chant, V) 
Behold, the name of the Lord Emmanuel, which was announced by 

Gabriel, today has appeared in Israel: of the Virgin Mary was 
born the King. 

O joy! A Virgin has brought forth God, as the divine clemency has 
willed. 

Born in Bethlehem, seen in Jerusalem, and honored in all the 
earth is the king of Israel. 

 

Angelus (Chant) 
 

Postlude: Once In Royal David’s City 
 (Composed by Henry Gauntlett in 1848)  

Mass of Pope Paul VI (1970 Missal) 
4:00 PM (Vigil), 7:30  & 9:00 AM 

 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 

Prelude: In the Bleak Midwinter 
(Gustav Holst composed in 1906) 

 

Introit: Psalm: 45:8 
Dilexisti 

You have loved justice and hated iniquity; therefore God, your 
God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness above your  

companions. 
  

Offertory 
Baptized in Water  

(Traditional Gaelic Melody) 
 

Communion: Galatians 3:27 
Omnes qui in Christo baptizati estis 

As for all of you who have been baptized in Christ, you have put 
on Christ, alleluia. 

 

Communion: Once In Royal David’s City 
 (Composed by Henry Gauntlett in 1848) 

  

Recessional: Ecce Nomen Domini 
(Chant, V) 

 

Postlude: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
(Gesangbuch der H,W.K. Hofkapelle in 1784) 

Music Programs for this Sunday’s Mass 
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CATECHESIS: ON-GOING 
INSTRUCTION IN THE 

FULLNESS OF CHRISTIAN 
FAITH 

2020  Jubilee  2021 
YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST 
ON ACCOUNT OF THE PANDEMIC 
CARDINAL SEAN HAS EXTENDED 
THE JUBILEE YEAR TO JUNE 2022 

MIRACLES OF LOURDES AND THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

 

(Msgr. Robert Hugh Benson, an Anglican convert to  
Catholicism, made a pilgrimage to Lourdes on its 50th  
Jubilee Year, 1908.  Here he describes watching the  
Procession of the Blessed Sacrament moving along the lines 
of very sick people and the miracles which occurred on that 
day.) 
 

Then there is another point that I should like to make 
in the presence of “Evangelical” Christians who 
shake their heads over Mary’s part in the matter.  It is 
this—that for every miracle that takes place in the 
piscines [the baths], I should guess that a dozen 
take place while That which we believe to be Jesus 
Christ goes by.  Catholics, naturally, need no such 
reassurance; they know well enough from interior 

THE CHURCh PROTECTS 
THE REVEALED MESSAGE 

 

“it is far more certain 
that revelation must 

contain a message, than 
that message must be in 

scripture … it is very 
well for educated 

persons, at their ease, 
with few cares, or in the 

joyous time of youth, to argue and 
speculate about the impalpableness and 

versatility of the divine message, its 
chameleon-like changeableness, its 

adaptation to each fresh mind it meets; 
but when men are conscious of sin, are 

sorrowful, are weighed down, are 
desponding, they ask for something to 

lean on, something external to 
themselves … they want something to 
lean on, holier, diviner, more stable 
than their own minds … a creed, a 

creed necessary to salvation, they will 
have: a creed either in scripture or out 

of it; and if in scripture, I say, it must 
be, from the nature of the case, only 

indirectly gained from scripture.”—st. 
john henry cardinal newman (+1890) 
Raised to the altars, October 13TH, 2019 

experience that when Mary comes forward Jesus does 
not retire!  But for those who think as some  
Christians do, it is necessary to point out the facts.  
And again I have before me as I write the little card 
of [short prayers] that are used in the procession.  
There are twenty-four in all.  Of these, twenty-one 
are addressed to Jesus Christ; in two more we ask the 
“Mother of the Saviour” and the “Health of the Sick” 
to pray for us; in the last we ask her to “show herself 
a Mother.”  If people will talk of “proportion” in a 
matter in which there is no such thing—since there 
can be no comparison, without grave irreverence,  
between the Creator and a creature—I would ask, Is 
there “disproportion” here? 
 

In fact, Lourdes, as a whole, is an excellent little  
compendium of Catholic theology and Gospel-truth... 
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